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Multiplication Tables Check (Year 4) 
 

 

Why is it being introduced?  
 

The DfE has noted the rise in the number of pupils passing the Phonics 

Year 1 test (up from 58% in 2012 to 82.5% in 2018) and wishes to 

increase pupils’ mathematical skills by similar focus. 

The national curriculum says that pupils should be able to recall the 

multiplication tables up to and including 12 X 12 by the end of Year 

4, and this check will test this. 

 

When will it happen?  
 

It is optional for schools to administer it in 2018/19, but will be 

compulsory in 2019/20. There will be a 3-week window in June for 

schools to administer the tests. All pupils in a school do not have to do 

the test on the same day, or even in the same week. 

 

What does it involve?  
 

Pupils will sit in front of a computer, tablet or other similar device, and will 

answer 28 questions. The first 3 questions are practice questions and will 

not be marked.  

The test consists of the remaining 25 questions. 

Pupils will have up to 6 seconds to answer multiplication questions, and 

there will be a 3 second pause between questions. Therefore, after the 

initial set up, the test should take around 5 minutes. 

The time limit of 6 seconds has been set, after an initial trial involving 

over 1,000 pupils, to enable the testing of recall of the answers 

(“fluency”) without giving time to allow pupils to work it out. 

 

The Questions 
 

The test will have 25 questions and always follow the same format. 

 

 

This will include: 

 Between 3 and 7 questions total from the 2-times, 5-times and 

10-times questions (taught in Key Stage 1 – by the end of Year 

2), which will include at least one 5-times question. 
 

 Between 1 and 3 questions each from the 3-times, 4-times and 

11-times questions. 
 

 Due to their difficulty, between 2 and 4 questions from each of 

the remaining times tables (6 to 9, and 12). 

 

Questions which are the reverse of other questions will only be 

asked once (e.g. If “3x8=” is asked, “8x3=” will not be asked).  

There will be no division questions. 

There will be an on-screen keyboard set up by default (which can be 

hidden if necessary), but the keyboard can also be used to enter 

answers. 

There will also be an Enter button which pupils can use to finish their 

answer, but it is not compulsory.  

Answers that have been inputted will be automatically accepted after 6 

seconds. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-mathematics-programmes-of-study


 
 

Does every pupil have to take this check? 
 

During the 2018/19 academic year, schools need to opt into this check. 

In any schools which have not opted in, no pupils will take the test.  

In 2019/20, this test will be compulsory for all schools. 

For schools which administer the check, ordinarily all pupils should take 

it. However, the Headteacher may decide that specific pupils do not, but 

only for the following reasons: 

 They are absent through the entirety of the test period (3 weeks), 

 They are unable to access the test, even with access 

arrangements (see next column), 

 They are unable to answer any of the questions, or are working 

below the Expected Standard for year 2 in maths, or 

 They have arrived at the school after the start of the test, do not 

have English as their first language, and there is insufficient time 

for the school to establish their standard. 
 

The Headteacher’s decision in this respect is final. 

 

 

The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can            

recall their times tables fluently, which is essential for future 

success in mathematics. It will help schools to identify               

pupils who have not yet mastered their times tables,                      

so that additional support can be provided. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/multiplication-tables-check-

development-process 

 

What if my child needs access arrangements? 
 

It is possible for access arrangements to be provided to enable pupils to 

take the test. However, in no cases will the time limit of 6 seconds per 

question seconds be altered. 

Access arrangements include: 

 Adding audible beeps to signal that 4 and 6 seconds have 

elapsed, after the start of the question. 

 Colour contrast – yellow/black, black/blue, black/peach and 

blue/cream are available. 

 Changing the font size. 

 Question reader – the computer reads the question and any 

other text aloud. Pupils can use the Tab key to navigate through 

the screens. Headphones or a separate room are recommended 

if using this option. 

 Removing the on-screen number pad, especially if a pupil would 

be distracted by it. A keyboard will still be needed to enter the 

answers. 
 

Additionally, a pupil may have someone else enter their response (but 

not a family member, carer or guardian). This can be useful if pupils are 

unable to enter responses, or find it slow, painful, or difficult. 

Also, the 3 second pause between questions can be replaced by a “Next” 

button. This should be useful if it is insufficient or would disadvantage the 

pupil. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/multiplication-tables-check-development-process
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Can pupils have a test run?  
 

The school can organise test runs of the exams (called “Try It Out”).  

These test runs will not be marked and will not count towards the 

official results. 

Pupils can have as many test runs as a school deems necessary. 

During the official check, pupils will not be able to have a second try 

solely because they do not do well the first time.  

Reruns are only available if there was an IT issue or loss of internet, 

significant classroom disruption, or if for some reason a pupil did not 

complete the test. 

 

When will I have my child’s results? 
 

In 2019, schools will receive pupils’ results for the official check on 1 July 

2019, together with a National Average.  

They will not receive results for the “Try It Out” checks. 

There is no requirement for schools to provide this information to parents, 

although there is nothing to prevent them from doing so. 

Results will not be published in the DfE’s Analyse School Performance 

(ASP) service (and thus will not be available to Ofsted) or published 

online during this pilot year.  

In 2020 results will be published; although there is no mention of this in 

official publications, they will probably not be published publically per 

school (in line with Phonics and Key Stage 1 figures). 

Where can I get more information? 
 

More information can be found on the MTC administration guidance page 

on gov.uk, including a video showing the various access arrangements. 
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Thank you for reading and downloading this pdf booklet.                             For more DAISI Data Guides – Click HERE 

  

 

We help you make sense of your school data                                                                                                            

giving you clear analysis and insight to aid your school improvement 

Visit our Primary site for more ways that we can help you on your data journey or click on the links below  

http://daisi.education/understanding-your-schools-data/
http://daisi.education/primary/
http://daisi.education/key-stage-2-sats-results-browser/
http://daisi.education/asp-and-ofsted-idsr-training-primary/
http://daisi.education/asap-for-primary-schools/


 

 

Useful Link - MTC 

Development Process 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/multiplication-tables-check-

development-process 
 

Assessment Framework 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/syst

em/uploads/attachment_data/file/755745/2018_MTC_assessmen

t_framework_PDFA.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information on what the DAISI service can 

do for your school, Academy, LA, Trust or Alliance, 
please contact us: 

 
Phone: 0115 87 64020 

 
Email: mail@daisi.education 

 
Follow us on Twitter: @daisi_education 

 
To view our range of products and services,  

visit our website: www.DAISI.education 
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